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FEDERAL LIBERAL–NATIONAL COALITION GOVERNMENT 
Statement 

HON PETER KATSAMBANIS (North Metropolitan) [9.54 pm]: It is a wonderful pleasure to stand in this 
place tonight to place on record my congratulations for an event that occurred across Australia on Saturday, and 
the outcome of that event: the election of a Liberal–National coalition federal government to govern Australia 
for the next three years. I congratulate Tony Abbott, the Prime Minister–elect, and the Liberal–National coalition 
team for that wonderful and resounding victory. It will be a pleasure to have in Canberra a government that is not 
dysfunctional, disunited, or worried about its own internal politics. Instead, it will be worried about, and working 
for, the best interests of this nation and its people. Australia has suffered over the past six years under a 
completely incompetent Labor administration, and Western Australia has paid the price for that incompetence 
with ridiculous taxes such as the mining tax, which really was a tax on Western Australia, and the carbon tax, 
which increased electricity prices. The resounding victory of the Liberal–National coalition government on 
Saturday gives the government a strong mandate to repeal the mining tax, which will benefit Western Australia. 
We will see further investment and further growth in this state through the mining industry now that that tax, that 
yoke, is going to be lifted off the neck of the mining industry. That resounding election result gives the Liberal–
National coalition government a very strong mandate to repeal the carbon tax—a tax on electricity, a tax on 
every household in Australia, and a tax on every business in Australia. That tax is going to be repealed, which 
means there will be more money in the pockets of ordinary Australians. It will give our businesses in Western 
Australia the ability to be more competitive as a result of an approximate nine per cent cut in the cost of 
electricity. That will be only the start of what will be a sane, competent, stable government, and a return to adult 
government after the childish behaviour we have unfortunately seen ruining our nation over the past six years. I 
welcome that, and I know that members on this side of the house and the people of Western Australia also 
welcome it.  

The result was resounding; across Australia, the Liberal–National coalition had, when I last looked a little while 
ago, received 53.16 per cent of the vote; votes are still being counted. That is a resounding victory in anyone’s 
language. The government will win around 90 seats or so in a house of 150, giving it a strong majority to 
implement its mandate. Here in Western Australia, we did even better than 53 per cent. The two-party preferred 
vote was around 57 per cent to 43 per cent, taking away the fractions. That is a wonderful result for the Liberal–
National coalition. Despite the fact that we already had a 56 per cent majority at the last federal election, there 
was another swing towards the incoming government, which was an absolutely resounding vote of confidence in 
the brand of the Liberal Party and National Party in this state. When we look at the first preference votes here in 
Western Australia, we see that the Liberals and the Nationals combined received more than 51 per cent of first 
preference votes. I wonder how the Labor Party went, on the other hand. The Labor Party fell to less than 30 per 
cent—it was 29.05 per cent when I looked at the Australian Electoral Commission website a few moments ago. 
Given that the Leader of the Opposition in the other place and the Labor members in this place tried to turn the 
federal election into some sort of referendum on the state government of Western Australia, what a resounding 
vote of confidence that is in this government. It is a resounding vote of confidence in the Liberal–National 
alliance government that the Labor Party could not even manage to win three out of every 10 votes in Western 
Australia. The figure of 29 per cent must be a historic low. I have not checked, but it is probably close to a 
historic low in Western Australia. Across Australia the first preference vote of the Labor Party was the lowest 
ever in over 100 years. I think there has been only one other time, at the start of Federation, when the vote was 
slightly lower. It was a resounding rejection of that negativity, that dysfunction and that continual carping that 
we heard from the Labor Party not only at a federal level but also here in Western Australia, as exemplified by 
its attitude since its resounding election loss in this state in March. My friend Hon Nick Goiran reminds me that 
this disastrous result for the Labor Party has resulted in it returning only one out of its six senators in Western 
Australia, which is in itself a great pleasure for people on this side of the house. 

In the time remaining I want to congratulate all those people across Western Australia and Australia who worked 
tirelessly for the election of the Liberal–National government in Australia and for the return of good government 
to our nation. I congratulate the Liberal members who will represent Western Australia in the Parliament in 
Canberra. I will name them starting with the Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party, Julie Bishop, in the Curtin 
electorate; moving on to Michael Keenan in Stirling; Luke Simpkins in Cowan; and Ken Wyatt in Hasluck. 
What a magnificent victory Ken Wyatt had in defeating everything thrown at him by the militant Maritime 
Union of Australia and the million-dollar war chest it had to fight him; he had a swing towards him. Then there 
is Steve Irons in Swan; Dennis Jensen in Tangney; Don Randall in Canning; and Nola Marino in Forrest. All 
those members were resoundingly re-elected to their seats. We have new Liberal members coming into the 
federal Parliament and I congratulate them too: in Pearce, Christian Porter, well done to him; in Durack, Melissa 
Price; and in O’Connor, Rick Wilson, who managed to return O’Connor to the Liberal Party fold having had a 
bit of a blip in 2010 when it went to our friends in the National Party. In particular I congratulate my good friend 
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Ian Goodenough in the seat of Moore, who had a resounding victory. I know that Ian will make a wonderful 
member of federal Parliament, as will all the other representatives we have going to Canberra from WA. I also 
put on the record my congratulations to our three candidates who did not quite get over the line: Darryl Moore in 
Perth, Donna Gordin in Brand and Matthew Hanssen in Fremantle. They all put up a good fight. The last time I 
looked, the Australian Electoral Commission website indicated that all three of them had actually had a swing 
towards them on a two-party preferred basis, including Donna Gordin in Brand, who did such a wonderful job. I 
congratulate the three senators who were elected: David Johnston, Michaelia Cash and Senator-elect Linda 
Reynolds.  
I congratulate the ongoing senators from the Liberal Party: Mathias Cormann, Chris Back and Dean Smith, and 
also the retiring Senator Alan Eggleston. All these people are proud Western Australians, and when they go to 
Canberra as members of the Liberal–National government, I know that they will stand up for the interests of 
Western Australia. I know that they will be passionate advocates for giving this state a fair share of GST 
revenue, and already some of them have made comments to that effect. I know that they will be wonderful 
advocates for the state in a stable and competent government. I wait with great interest to hear the input from 
these people in making sure that Western Australia is not treated like a second-class citizen, as it was in the past 
six years under the dysfunctional Rudd and Gillard and then Rudd again Labor administrations. Congratulations 
to all. Congratulations to Tony Abbott and his team; to his chief of staff, Peta Credlin; to the federal director, 
Brian Loughnane; the deputy federal director, Julian Sheezel; and to every single person across Australia who 
campaigned for the Liberal and the National Parties on Saturday and during the election campaign. It was a job 
well done and now the harder job begins to put this country back on a path that can lead to success rather than 
the failure we have seen in the past six years. I know that Tony Abbott and his team can do that and I look 
forward to working with them to make this nation a better place. 
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